
WARREN W. "BILLY" CHERRY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION--2008

This application and your transcripts and recommendations must be postmarked March 15, 2008, 
or earlier for your application to be considered. All materials are confidential and will be used 
exclusively for the selection of Cherry Scholars.  Questions?  Need help filling out the application?  Call 
Bill Speth, Selection Committee Chair, (312-786-7141) or Robert Reece, President, (847-424-1065).  

Applications should be mailed to:
Warren W. "Billy" Cherry Scholarship Fund

Ann Stevens, Vice President
P.O. Box 0944, Evanston, IL  60204-0944

Instructions
•  Complete application and mail on or before March 15, 2008.
•  Arrange to have an official transcript sent from ETHS, plus other high schools, colleges, or 

universities you have attended.
• Do this by February 15 to give the school time to process and mail your transcript by March 15.
•  Request transcripts from your counselor at ETHS and from appropriate offices at other 

institutions.  
• Arrange for recommendations from two adults with whom you have had significant contact within the 

past five years (teacher, counselor, coach, sponsor of an extra-curricular activity, job supervisor, 
clergy). Those who write these recommendations should not be related to you.  A third optional 
recommendation from a relative or friend also may be submitted.

•  Ask those you select if they will write a recommendation as soon as you decide to apply.  
• Give them the forms in this packet and stamped envelopes addressed to the above address.
•  Remind them to mail their recommendations on or before March 15.  

Qualifications
•  Graduating senior or graduate of Evanston Township High School; ETHS student with G.E.D.
•  Pursuing associate’s or bachelor’s degree in education or youth work
•  Demonstrated need for financial assistance

Selection criteria
•  Success in overcoming poor academic achievement, lack of focus, or other hardships
•  Interest in working with young people
•  Community involvement
•  Leadership, sensitivity, compassion, commitment, and love of children

Please type or print your responses in black ink.  Additional sheets may be used if necessary. 

Full name _______________________________________  Former last name, if any _______________

Street address __________________________________ City, State, Zip_________________________ 

E-mail _______________________ Home phone _______________  Cell Phone __________________

Birthdate _____________________________ Citizenship ________________________________
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Name of parent(s) or guardian(s) _________________________________________________________
[If you are self supporting (not dependent on parents or guardian), you may skip parent information.]

Number and ages of brothers __________________________ sisters ____________________________

Your marital status:    Single  ________   Married  _______    Separated  ________  Divorced  ________   

Spouse's Name _______________________________________   Occupation _____________________

Number and ages of dependents, if any (how related?) ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

High School(s) attended Location Dates attended

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

Schools attended since high school Location Dates attended/Degrees

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

Work experiences Phone Number Dates employed

__________________________________    ______________________    ________________________

__________________________________    ______________________    ________________________

Colleges Applied to Location Accepted?

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

__________________________________ ______________________ ________________________

Please supply information about what you do outside of school--family responsibilities and activities with other 
organizations (church or synagogue, teams, youth groups, drop in centers).

Dates Involved Activity Description of what you did, titles, awards
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What do you plan to study in college, and what field do you hope to work in after graduation?

List three things you do that give you the most satisfaction:

Many people have turning points in their lives, some at an early age, others later.  “Billy” Cherry, the barber, 
became Warren Cherry, the educator and community leader.  Tell us about the biggest turning point in your life 
thus far.

If you come back to live in Evanston/Skokie after receiving your degree, how would you like to be involved in the 
community?

Why should we select you to receive this scholarship?

How did you learn about the Cherry Scholarship?
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This page documents your financial need.  Please provide as much information as possible.

Estimated college expenses, 2008-2009:

Name of school ________________      ________________    ________________

Tuition and fees ________________      ________________    ________________

Housing ________________      ________________    ________________

Books and Supplies ________________      ________________    ________________

Other Living Expenses ________________      ________________    ________________

Example; Food, Clothing ________________      ________________    ________________

Transportation ________________      ________________    ________________

Total ________________      ________________    ________________

Expected sources of income to pay for these expenses, 2008-2009:

Family/Spouse ________________

Your Savings ________________

Summer Employment ________________

Work During the School Year ________________

Social Security Benefits/GI Bill ________________

Financial Aid Grants/Scholarships Now Known ________________

Loans now known ________________

Other (e.g., trust funds, bonds) ________________

Total ________________

If others in your family are currently attending college, list school and expected graduation date.

Is there other information about your family the committee should consider in evaluating your application for 
financial assistance?

The statements in this application are to the best of my knowledge correct and complete.  I understand that 
withholding information or giving false or misleading statements may constitute grounds for denial or revocation 
of this scholarship.
Signature _________________________________________________  Date ____________________



WARREN W. "BILLY" CHERRY SCHOLARSHIP RECOMMENDATION

_________________________________  is applying for a Cherry Scholarship.  Your assessment of the 
applicant's qualifications must be postmarked on or before March 15, 2008.  A Fact Sheet describing the 
scholarship is on the reverse.  All materials are confidential and will be used exclusively for the selection of 
Cherry Scholars.  If you have questions, please call Bill Speth, Selection Committee Chair, (312-786-7141) or 
Robert Reece, President, (847-424-1065).

Please send your recommendation directly to:  
Warren W. "Billy" Cherry Scholarship Fund

Ann Stevens, Vice President 
P.O. Box 0944, Evanston, IL  60204-0944

The committee will have the applicant's transcript, a listing of activities and obligations, and statements regarding 
his or her future plans.  Please do not hesitate to speak of the applicant's limitations as well as his or her strong 
points; since we are looking for unproven potential, we expect to find some rough spots in the past as well as the 
future of Cherry Scholars.  It is the way in which they have dealt with them and are looking to the future which 
interests us.  Thank you for your help!

How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity?

What are the first words that come to mind to describe the applicant?

What are the applicant’s greatest strengths?

What are the applicant’s greatest weaknesses?

How does the applicant especially meet the selection criteria for the Cherry Scholarship?  Please refer to the list of 
criteria on the reverse of this sheet and give specific examples if possible.

What particular thing stands out that you would like the committee to consider in reviewing the applicant's 
qualifications?

Your name (please print )________________________________________ Date _________________

Signature ______________________________________________ Title _________________________

Address _______________________________________________  Phone __________________



THE WARREN W. “BILLY” CHERRY SCHOLARSHIP FACT SHEET--2008

The mission of the Warren W. “Billy” Cherry Scholarship, named in memory of a much loved and respected Evanston 
educator, is to perpetuate his total acceptance of all people, his commitment to the highest standards of educational 
excellence, and his energetic dedication to enriching the children and institutions of Evanston.  The scholarship was 
established soon after Warren Cherry’s untimely death in 1990.  Warren was a charismatic educator and community leader.  
He lived the Golden Rule and worked relentlessly to create equity and balance in services and access.  He was widely known 
and respected; his impact was extraordinary. It is less widely known that “Billy” (as he was known by his ETHS classmates, 
friends, and family), though popular and active in high school, was not a serious student.  Few recognized then his 
tremendous potential to lead and to help others realize their potential.

“Billy” Cherry went to barber school after graduation and had a brief career as a barber before enrolling at Trinidad Jr. 
College in Trinidad, Colorado.  His education culminated with completion of coursework toward a Ph.D. at Northwestern 
University.  Warren's service to the Evanston/Skokie community included teaching at Timber Ridge School and serving as 
Associate Principal of Skiles Middle School (now Martin Luther King Lab School) and Principal of Central and Lincoln 
Schools.  He served on the boards of the ETHS Boosters Club, the Girl Scouts, the Justin Wynn Memorial Fund, the Mental 
Health Association, the United Way, and the McGaw YMCA and was a tutor for the Salvation Army.

The Warren W. “Billy” Cherry Scholarship Fund provides financial assistance for graduates of Evanston Township High 
School who wish to pursue an associate’s or bachelor’s degree in education or youth work. We strive to identify and award 
individuals whose circumstances would otherwise make it difficult to realize their dream to serve others. If you know 
someone who qualifies, please urge him or her to apply.  For further information, call Bill Speth, Selection Committee Chair, 
(312-786-7141) or Robert Reece, President, (847-424-1065).

Qualifications
�x Graduating senior or graduate of Evanston Township High School; ETHS student with G.E.D.
�x Pursuing associate’s or bachelor’s degree in education or youth work
�x Demonstrated need for financial assistance

Amount of award
�x $3,000 tuition grant
�x Other finalists receive $750 textbook grants
�x Winners may apply for a second grant; subject to a lifetime maximum award of $6,000

Process
•  Application materials available:  December 15, 2007 •  Interviews of finalists:  April 13, 2008
•  Application deadline:  March 15, 2008 •  Award Presentation:  April 27, 2008
•  An in-person interview is required for all finalists
• Recipients will be expected to document enrollment as a full-time student before funds will be released.

Candidates must submit by March 15, 2008
• Cherry Scholarship Application Form. 
• Official transcripts from ETHS and other institutions, if appropriate.
•  Recommendations from two adults with whom they have had significant contact in the past five years (teacher, counselor, 
coach, sponsor of an extra-curricular activity, job supervisor, clergy). Those who write these recommendations should not be 
related to the candidate.  A third optional recommendation from a relative or friend also may be submitted.

Selection criteria
•  Success in overcoming poor academic achievement, lack of focus, or other hardships
•  Interest in working with young people
•  Community involvement
•  Leadership, sensitivity, compassion, commitment, and love of children


